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equality of remuneration. This, he said, might seem strange
and unfair at the outset, but that was because people had been
educated to believe in class distinctions. Under an improved
system of education and with the spread of a higher social
morality, equality of payment would appear quite natural.

Louis Blanc was nearer to State socialism than either Fourier
or Robert Owen. While they relied upon voluntary association,
he called in the help of the State to give the revolution its initial
impulse. The outcome, however, of the teachings of the associa-
tive socialists as a group was rather the furthering of the co-
operative movement, both in England and France, than any
addition to the strength of the main body of socialism.

Proudhon

The immediate forerunners of Marx were Proudhon and
Rodbertus. It was the former who launched the first definite
frontal attack upon private property. All wealth was the
product of labour alone. Land and capital by themselves
could produce nothing. Therefore when their owners took a
share of the produce this was no better than robbery. Proudhon
held a theory of value which bore considerable resemblance to
the labour theory, and, indeed, he almost arrived at the Marx-
ian doctrine of surplus value. As a result of the organization
of labour employers received a vast amount of income in excess
of the amount they paid to labour. Two hundred men working
in co-operation and organized efficiently could perform a task in
one day which no single man working alone could perform
in two hundred days, or, for that matter, in an unlimited time.
Yet the daily wage of each of the two hundred men would
be the same as if they worked independently of one another
upon separate tasks. All the advantage of co-operative effort
remained with the employer, giving him a surplus which,
though he himself had not earned it, he kept for himself.

Proudhon's theories, however, were by no means profound,
and it was not difficult to find flaws in them. As regards
socialism proper, he was continually in a dilemma. To abolish
unearned income it seemed necessary to set up the collective